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Haudapada, Bhartrhari, and Abhinavagupta

Natalia Isayeva

This book deals with ene of the most interesting periods in the development of
Indian religious and philosophical traditions. Starting with the teaching of the proto-
vedantist philosopher Gaudapada, and then analyzing the ideas of his famous contem-
porary, the grammarian Bhartrhari, the author suggests an entirely new approach to
the whole history of vedanta.

Gaudapada and Bhartrhari are presented as founders of an independent trend with-
in Indian orthodox philosophy, a trend that culminates later in the theistic tenets of
Kashmir Shaivism. Isayeva shows that, in contrast to Sahkara, early vedantist philoso-
phers regarded the higher Brahman as a kind of continuous reverberation of a peculiar
phonic energy that was ever producing the same constantly renewable structures and
patterns of the universe. This idea found its continuation in the metaphysical and acs-
thetical concepts of Abhinavagupta, where the ultimate ontological reality is manifest-
ed through the rhythmical outbursts of God's creative power.

“The relationship between Gaudapada, Bhartrhari, and Shankara has never been
given the indepth exploration that Isayeva offers. Her analysis demonstrates a major
continuity of thought fromy Gaudapada through Bhartrhari to Abhinavagupta and
Kashmir Shaivism, a line hinted at by others but never analyzed in depth.

“Reading this book led to several ‘aha’ moments for me, as hunches [ have had for
many years were given detailed analysis and confirmation. But my eyes were opened
as well to a new way of seeing the development of Indian philosophy during the cru-
cial period of 500-1000 A.D. The author’'s bringing together of Gaudapada and

" Bhartrhari is a major step forward in scholarship.”
—H.G. Coward, University of Victoria

Natalia Isayeva is Senior Researcher in the Institute of Oriental Studies at the
Russian Academy of Sciences. She is the author of Shankara and Indian Philosophy,
also published by SUNY Press.
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